
fÞorrtario NEWg
Mlnlstry of Conoumor Srrvlcc¡

STRENGTHENING ONTAHIO'S WINE AND GRAPË INDUSTRY
MaQuinty Govemmant Bolstere VQA Brand, Enhances Coneumer Proteçtion

October 19,2oog

Onlarlo wlne'drlnkers wlllsoon have access to clearer labelling on bottles of wine made
of locally grown grap€s.

Ontarlo ls working wilh winemakers and the LCBO to ensure consumer$ have clear
signage and labelling lo help them choose between wlne made of 100 per cent Ontario
grapes or wine made of a blend of localand foreign grapes.

VQA wines are made of 100 per cent Ontarlo grapes and are a otrong contributor to the
province's economy.

To gel rnore Ontarians buylng great-taeting localwines, the governrnênt wíll inuease
açces8 to VQA wines through the LCBO and renew the successful VQA support
program. These initiatives are paü of a comprehensive government plan to þhce a
greater emphasis on VQA wines,

OUOTES
*VOA wlnes ar€ recognized around the world for Ìheir quality and taste. We're building
on this success so that our wlne and grape industry continues to succeed ln the yêarË
ahead."
- ïed McMeekin, Miníster of Consumer Serulces

OUICK FAÇTS

. VQA wine sales at the LCBO are rising much fasler than sales of blended wlnes
and imported wines in Ontario,

r VQA wlnes are made from 100 per cent Ontario grapes.

¡ About 108 wineries in Ontario produce VeA wines.

. A large segrnent of Ontario's wine and grape lndustry ls located in Ontario's
Greenbolt.

LEARN MOHE

Leqrn more about Onlarlo's plan forthe wine,and qrape industry.

Read about Ontario's VQA winee.
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Key Facts

Ontarlo's wlne and grâpê industry is an ímportant part of our province's economy. The
industry omploys over 5,000 people and draws tourists to our provlnce's wine regions.
Grapes arê one of the key crops grown in Ontario's award-winning Greenbelt, and it is
crucialthat the industry have a long-term plan that focuses on wine made from Ontario
grapes,

ln fall, 2008, the Ontario government asked the Grape Growers of Ontario (GGO) and
Wine Councll of Ontario (WCO)to come fon¡vard with a lortg"terrn plan to strenglhen the
grape and wine industry, This was done in conjunction with one-time funding of $4
million to Ontario gråpe fermers for urr-contracted grâpes.

ln August, the GGO and WCO submitted their proposal. They agreed that the
govêmmênt and LCBO could do rnore to suppott the grape and wine sector, but were
unable to reach consensus on a long-term plan.

Setting A Strong Foundation For The Future

The Ontario government is rrow prôposing e plan to build on the euccess of the grape
and wine industry. ln the long term, the success of Ontario's wine industry depends on
VQA wines. ln the ehorl term, grape grôwors need time to transition. Ontario's proposed
plan addressos both these needs by:

¡ Renewing the successful VQA wlne support program to promote sales of VQA
wines through LCBO s.tores across the province.

. lnçreasing consumêr acc€tss to VQA wines at the LCBO.

. Flenewing the marketlrrg program for Ontario VQA wines.
r Ensuring clearer labelling and signage for all Ontario wines.
r lncreqsing the levy on blended wlnes sold ln wlne retallstores to finance

eupports for Ontario's growing VQA sector.
. Asking the Ontario Farm Products Marketing Commission to examine how grape

pricing and markoting can be improved.

' Requlring a short-term increase in wineries' overall Cellared ln Canada content lo
40 per cent Ontario grapee, wlth a 25 per cent per bottle mlnlrnum.

. Providing suppor,l to grape farmers that will encourage growth of VQA'quality
grspês and support a new grape varietal plan between now and 2014,

r Putting greater emphasis on VQA wines by lntroducing legislation to eliminate
the domestic content requlremenl for þlended wlnes ln the Wine Contenl and
LabellÍng Act, 200)by 2O14.

These measures wlll focus the entire industty on producing VQA wines, whic*l both
winenes and growers have agrced is tha future of the induslry.



The Ministry of Consumer Seruices will be discussing implementation of thíe plan with
the Grape Growers of Ontario and Wine Council of Ontario to determlne an âppropriate
phase-in. The government intends to have a plan lhat is nevenue-neutral, and shifts
focus and supports towarde VQA wines. The government is not consldering the
purchase of un-contracted grapes this fall.
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